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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

Honorable Trent Lott
United States Senator
Eastland Building, Suite 226
245 East Capitol Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39201

Dear Senator Lott:

This is in response to your April 16, 1993, letter in which you enclosed
correspondence from your constituent, Mark C. Mize, concerning the potential
for interference to medical telemetry equipment when such equipment is used to
monitor the vital signs of hospital patients.

As Mr. Mize indicates, most patient monitoring equipment operates on shared
low-power frequencies in the 450-470 MHz frequency band. Whenever frequencies
are shared, there is a potential for interference between systems sharing the
frequencies. The Commission is very aware of this situation, particularly
with respect to medical telemetry usage. We have recently discussed this
situation with major manufacturers of medical telemetry equipment and are
currently attempting to arrive at a practical solution that will reduce the
potential for interference to medical telemetry systems.

On November 6, 1992, the Commission released a Notice of Proposed Rule Making,
PR Docket No. 92-235, that includes, along with other issues, proposals for
the use of, frequencies in low-power applications such as medical telemetry.
On May 6, 1993, the Commission conducted a panel discussion open to the public
to discuss these proposed amendments to the private land mobile radio rules.
The panel consisted of equipment manufacturers and FCC personnel. One of the
participants was a representative of Hewlett-Packard, a leading manufacturer
of medical telemetry equipment, who discussed the issue of interference to
such equipment.

Please be assured that the Commission is aware of the situation that Mr. Mize
describes, and is attempting to arrive at a practical and effective solution.
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Ms. Lou Sizemore
Congressional Correspondence Staff
Federal Communications Commission
Office of Congressional and Public Affairs
1919 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Sizemore:

I wanted to write to you on behalf of Mark C. Mize.

The enclosures with this letter detail the nature of the
concern and should be self-explanatory. I would sincerely
appreciate your looking into this situation in a way that will
provide every possible assistance. Should you have any questions
about these materials, please feel free to make any direct
constituent contact you feel necessary for whatever additional
information you or your staff might need.

I would like to respond in a very personal way, and would
greatly appreciate your providing me with information that would
be of assistance.

Again, I truly appreciate your time and attention to this
for me.

Wi th kind regards and ve.1.Y best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

~~~
Trent Lott
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that feel:o ve,-y impO!-tallt not
f-:::::or ever~/ Glt.izen C'T t.his country.

have 1)6e11 a Bio-Medical Eqliipment Technician for 12 years and have
worked In several hospital::; in Hi5515sippi as well as hospital".
In Ohli), Alabarna, Loui:=.iana, Virqinia, Florida~ Gt;;CJrq;a, and Califof-nia.
My respon5ibil~ties ilave been and are related tCi servicing medical electronics

Over the years have felt a growlng concerl1 In the area of med~cal telemetry,
that r hope you can help with. With the trend in medical facilities
to reduce the amount of time that a patient spends In a Coronary or Critical
Care unit by sending them to a step down or intermediate care un~t~ have
not. i c t3 d t h!~ n f..l ro tJ e r 0 f G: h':1 nne 1:5 per h (.< .s pit a lor rn e d i t; dIe e n t. e r- "1 ncr e a s e
considerably. am f)ot gOlng to drain your time wi th a bunch of numbers.
My concern over this 15 that most of the channels used today are In

the 400 MHz band as ~re n1any com'"oercial radio c!lar~ne15.
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extren)ely safety conscience their 150 - ~OO dollar radios could becon1e
iunk. Those that aren't safety conS.Clence run the risk of losing control
of the·ir 5 to 30 pound airplanes and cau:,:-.inq pe;-soncl or- r_)roFlerty darnage.
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and if the chanl1el I)e 15 on 15 being ir~terfered wi
be detected if1 a tilnely fasllion.
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have always been In favor of the current thinking of tile FCC :-egardiI1g
interference; however, am now starting to wO!lde!- ·if there are circumstances
tt·Jat \~Varri3nt. i501atinq c(~rt.ain frequenc;ies and pr-otect.-jng t.hat i:::,olfjt;cjn.

am not 50 much concerned about radio contl-al as a!~ medical telemetry.
If we can~lot isolate it and protect it. <:an we not nave legislat~o!1 that
at least qrants it
telemetry antellna
if we can identify

CO

a p!-iority. If a te(';hnl(.:::ian can ;:::.olat.e a
prol)lem t!) interference PI-om anot!ler transinitter and

that trBf)Smitter, it WOl:)C) be nlce if Gould do 'TIore
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than

also realize that. businesses and others that use current medical chantlels

hurnan 'ife.
have t.heir o~·vn priorities, but the :::,ituaticJn • I""

In rne01G6; Li:.:lernetry doe::. in\/olve

Thank lC'0 for your- time.
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